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16 January 1953

Dear Kendall:

I was down in Washington a fev days ago and had planned
to see you, but unfertunately I got all fouled up with
‘this Davis Amendmsnt which may affect me, and therefore
ocouldn't get over to sese you., Fhat I wanted to speak
$o you sbout was this: '

T was retired in 1949 for physiocal disability, with a
"bundle branch block™ of my heart. I was given a 80%
disability rating in 1950, and I have until 1 Ostober
1084 %o make a choice as to what retirement plan I de-
sire. I can choose the 60% direct diubni:zi, or
seventy~five per cent (758) retirement for years'
_service. Naturally, I will choose the latter, since

the 60%¢ disability is subtracted anyway and becomes un-
taxable. Some time after I receivéd this 60F disability
rating, Vice Admirsl Griffin, who was head of the Board
et that time, told me that I should have received 70%,
and not 60¢. He therefore suggested that I appear be-
fore the Board again in the sense of sn sppeal, so that
the Board might correct this error. I did not do this,
for reasons entirely unknown to me at the present moment,
dbut I think that I was very busy on something here, and
Admiral Griffin retired before I had decided whether or
not to do so0. Dr. Eoward Sprague, world famous cardiol-
ogist, says I am 85f dissbled.

T am not anxiocus to obtain anything that I do not de-~
serve, but if I am entitled to more I should sppreciate
it if you would tell me what you think of it, and advise
me &8 to whether I should appeal.

When I was in Washington the other day, I visited quite
accldentally one of the offices which pass on physical
disability. The officer-in-charge brought out the Vet~
erans red rating book and I could readily see that 70%
was possible if I were given 10f for arterial solerosis.
Perhaps I was. However, I am no doctor and am quite
unqualified to comment.

I want you to lknow that I am at a loss, and always have
been at a loss, to understand how Admirsl Griffin, who
wes head of the Retirement Board, came into this thing,
but possibly you know the answer to this.




I hope that in writing to you I am not indiscreet or
placing you in a disadvantsgeous position., I am Just
writing to you becsuse I don't know anyone else to write
to except, periieps, my o0ld friend Captalrm Bell. I don't
know whether he is still there or not, but I am quite
fond of him,

¥ith best regards to you, I am, as eveyr,
~ Your old friend,

R. W, BATES

Rear Admiral Henry 8. Kendell

President, Naval Examining Board and
Physical Appeal Board

Executive Office of the Seeretary

Room 2B53, Buresu of Yards and Doecks

Navy Department

Washington, D. C.




Jenuary £0, 1983

Dear Red:

It wes a great pleasure to see you at my niece's the
other night in Falls Church. You are the same wonder-
ful fellow, and I was glad to see that your wife re-
mains an equally wonderful woman. Evidently you make
quite a team, The only thing I have against you both
is that you should have come to the Naval War College!

With reference to the matters you wished me to discuss,
I have to say as follows:

(a) !nynboi » Arnold.

I em sure that it was the historian Toynbee
who & very short time ago--that 1s, several years ago
=-made the statement that the nommal condition for
human 1ife on this planet was to be under the heel,
and that today's world was in exactly this same con-
ditior with the exception of very limited groups, 1.e.,
those which practiced Western civilization. He fur-
ther stated that some 2,000 years from now, when the
historians of the future gaze back upon the world of
today, the world will look normal, historically speak-
ing, except for those areas controlled by the United
States and Great Britain and some of their close sllies.
These areas will be considered as revolutionsry. In
his opinion--whether we believe it or note-our type of
11fe, our democratic way of life, is not normsl to our
time and is distinctly revolutionary!

(I tried to find the source of this thought for you,
but could not.)

(b) As regards the matter of solving the problem
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, I have the following
thoughts which I expressed to you Tuesday night last:

It seems to me that it might be well if an organ-
ization were developed alongz lines somewhat similar to

this:




(a) National policy to be established by the
President, with the advice and consent of the Senate.

This would normally follow the recommendations of
National Security Council. .

(b) Wational strategy to be zéémlatod by the
Hational Security Counell. ‘

. (e) The Counoil, whieh would have a oivilian
end & military staffe-the latter toc be rotative and %o
be mewbers of the Regular Military Establisimente-would
develop the tesks; in other words, make & staff study.
That 1s, the Councll would determine what operations
were necessary to support the formulated stretegy.

{(é) The Council would determine, roughly, what
forces were necesssry to make the operetions determined -
in {¢), above, effective.

{e¢) {1) The military members of the Council (ses
below) would then determine, in the case of military
operations, whioch forces were to be ground troops, which
would be air forces, and which were to be naval foroes.
They would then determine which ground forces wers to de
composed of normal ground troops, and which were to be
ocomposed of unusual ground S$roops such as Marines. They
would also determine what portion of air was to de
carrier-based and what portion landebssed; and finally,
the naval forces would probably take care of themselves,
¥his would determine the size and composition of the
Military BEstablishment and, in partioular, of the Army,
Ravy and Air Foroe.

(2) Then a directive would be given to the
Joint Chiefs of Staff to execute whatever tasks are
assigned the military command. The Joint Chiefs of
Staff would determmine somewhat more meticulously the
feasibility of the operation and would determine who
would execute it, and so forth,

{3) In this way, the Joint Chiefs of Staff
would be acting primarily as an executive agency, not as
e top plamming agency, and their departments would de
executive agencies snd thereby not be mixed up with the
highelevel planning of global strategy.

8ince most of the planning would be done by the
gtaff of the Security Couneil, it would be necessary to
have within the Council one officer of each of the ser-
vices to maintain before the Council the viewpoints
of their respective services without at the same time




being forced to follow a definite ocourse of action,

My thought is that the Navy might be representsd dy an
officer with the qualifications of Admiral Comolly or
Adairal Forrest Sherman, the Army bg ons with the quali-
fications of General Risenhower or General Gruenther,
the Air Porce by one with the gqualifications of General
Pwining or General Norstad, The great discussions which
apparently ensue in the Joint Chiefs of Staff would en-
sue, to s degrees, in the Seocurity Couneil, but here the
Chaimman, who 1is the President, and the other competent
eivilians on the Council would sct as & brake and would
maintein, very probably, a loglcal thought process
throughout the discussions,

I presented thia idea to the Assistant Secretary of the
Navy for Alr, Mr. John Nicholas Brown, at his request
some years ago. He was intereated, but said it wouldn't
work because we were human deings, Recently, Dr. Venne~
ver Bush and the Sesretary of Defense have both run inte
this problem, and their solution 1is somewhat similer to
mine. BHowever, I think mine is mueh better. Perhaps
you can give me an opinion conserning my ideas in this
matter. Ve frankly, 1t has not besn fully thought out
as yet. It is not a War College soncept, but is purely
ny own,.

Best regards to you and yours, as ever,
Your old skipper,

R. W. BATES

Captain Howard A, Yeager, UsH
Rational War College
Washingten, D. C.




Pebrusry 8, 1968

Dear Jacks

I should feel very ungrateful if I 4aidn't write you a
letter immediately to thank ;:u for your kindnesses to
me during my recent stay in New York. I should in-
clude Admirel Conolly in this letter, btut I feel he
will write to you himself.,

The luncheon for Admiral Delany, which developed into
a luncheon for Admiral Halsey, was delightful, and I
enjoyed meeting 2ll of your guests, notably ths new-
comers Judge Thomas Murphy and Father Maguire of Villa-
nova, Both of them are sxtremely personable and I
thought sontributed much to your luncheon. Needless
to say, I also enjoyed the "Second Panel of the Sher-
1£f's Jury"™ dinner. The whole affair was well done,
the food excellent, and the wines enough in abundance
to maintain a proper viewpoint at the table. I also
appreciated the quality of the gifts given to every-
body by the Sheriff's Panel. I thought the eholce of
steak knives was particularly appropriate for the menm-
bers of the Sheriff's Panel, but I thought that for
hard=working fellows like myself the chance of using
such a knife on steak is more rare than usual,

I have a complaint to make, though, in connection with
this dinner. I hear that the members who had guests
had to fork up a pretty fair price for them, and there-
fore I asssume that you did this for me. I am not sure
of this, but I heard a rumor that you had done so.

80, 1f you don't mind, one day when we meet again, I
will endesavor to repay you for my cover charge!l

The few minutes at Club "21" were interesting, and I
thought your friend Mr. Manny Seamon quite humorous.
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The dinner at the Metropolitan Club was nice~-I thought
the roast beef tipe-top--snd the play "Above and Bsyond™,
which I went to with your son and dsughter-in-law, was
very well done =nd I enjoyed it. In fact, I think
Admiral Conolly also enjoyed it, although, believe it
or not, he thought it & little unfair to women! Johnny
and Patty were very nice hosts, and it was obvious that
Johnny knew his way around very well indeed. I think -
I hurt his feelings when I didn't go to the Club *21"
with him, dut, as I told him, I had work to do in the

morning.

I am going %o write li. Feldman today to thank him for
the loan of his apartment, and I am expressing to you
now my apprecistion of your help in arranging it.

My last sight of you was on the corner of Sixtieth and
FLfth Avenue, and you looked so lonely standing there
that I felt like getting out of the ocar and taking you
with us. However, I knew that you needed a night's
sleep, and I sincerely hope you got it.

Admiral Conolly came to Film Graphics with me on Friday
morning and, with his grest knowledge of the ses, was
quite helpful in straightening out some of my problems.
He was surprised, though, at the great amount of detail.
He told me that he might have to keep out of it in the
future becsuse he wasn't familiar with the detalls to
the extent necessary to argue sensibly. BHe seemed
satisfied that it was going to be a tip-top plcture,
and I am sure it will be.

I certainly hope that your trip to New Orleans was
thoroughly successful and that you returned to New York

happy and relaxed.

I have had occasion in this letter to begin & number of
parsgrephs with "I", I don't like to do that, but since
everything in thé letter is an expression of appreciation
to you, I souldn't avoid it.

Please give my best regards to your family. And as for
yourself, God bless youl As ever,

Your old friend

R. W, BATES




‘Pebruary 3, 1953

Dear Mr., Feldman:

I am writing to you to tell you how thoroughly both
Admirasl Conolly and I enjoyed the privilege of being
your guests in your charming apartment in the Hotel
Plerre. It was all a surprise to me, as I had made
.arrangements to stay at the New York Yacht Club,

When I met you up here for the Global Strategy
discussions, I realized that you were not only extremely
capable but extremely kindly as well. Your courtesy

of the past few days has strongly reinforced that

kindly concept. I have no doubt that a lot of your
success can be attributed to this very wonderful trait.

I hope that you have recovered from your illness and
that everything is dbright again. You shouldn't be
concerned about your 1llness however, it is the soclsl
thing to have these days. '

With warmest regards and many thanks, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R.W. BATES.

Mr. Russell Feldman,

Hotel Pierre,

Apartment 1802,

61lst Street and 50th Avenus,
New York City, N.Y.




February 5, 1953

" Dear Sandy:

It was very nice to see you the other day, and I certainly
appreciated the help which you gave me concerning the
signing of a contract with the Bureau of Naval Personnel
relative to supplying consultative services to the KNaval
War College. The Bureau of Raval Personnel, at the
regquest of the War College, desires to engage me under

a consultative contract at so much per diem, The War
College stseff, such &s the Chief of Staff, Reer Admiral

W, Beakley, and the Secretary, Capteln E. Olsen, have a
little difficulty in understanding the law, I haventt
spoken to the President of the College, Vice Admiral Conolly,
as yet,

I told them that you had told me that & consultative
contract was perfectly correct and proper, and would in
no way affect my retirement. This view as supported by
BuPers and by BuShips (Rear Admiral Leggett).

I notice in the little pamphlet which you have put ocut,

a copy of which I received during my visit to your offlcs,
that, in discussing retired personnel, it says that the
employment of retired officers under & consultatlve
contract is O0.X., The Chief of Staff has accepted the
opinion; that Federal employment as above mentioned 1s
satisfactory, but he bagan wondering how it was to be
effected., I said that I worked on a consultative basis so
many days per month, somstimes more than eighteen, sometimes
less, but that I waes unsble toc work over two hundred
sixteen (£16) days per year. The remainder of the time I
wag on my retired pay.

I further told the Chief of Steff that the way it goes is
this: I get the per diem pay for consultative services
from the War College and the retired pay portion per
month, or whenever it might be, from Cleveland, Ohic. I
notify the latter each month of the number of days I have
been on retired pay.




Since the War College is preparing a letter to the Bureau
of Naval Personnel concerning this, I should like to
discover, as soon as possible, whether or not my state~
ments as above are correct.

What we all want to be sure of is this--that I don't get -

"stuck™ on my retired pay later, one way or another. I
suppose you know that I have been retired for physical
disability incurred in line of duty. There has been no
determination as to whether or not it was combat incurred.
Actually, it is & heart ailment which I did not have when
I went out to battle in the Pacific in 1943,

For your informetion, I rererred the matter to captain Bill
Mott, Head of the Justice School here and he said that he
understood that it was correct in substance, but advised
that I obtain from you an official opinion from the Judge
Advocate General. How about 1it?

It was wonderful to see my old Hawaiian friend in such a

position of responsibility, but I have no doubt he wouldn't
be there if he wasn't that good. Alohal

Best regards, as ever,

" Your old friend,

R.W. BATES

Captain 8.B.D. Wood, USN,
Assistant Judge Advocate General,
Room 4E794, Pentagon Bullding,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.




Pedbruary 5, 19853

Dq.r Mr. Van Atten: |

It was very thoughtful indeed of you to inslude me
with Admiral Conolly in your invitation to the
Cirocus Saints and Sinners Cludb luncheon, wherein
Nr. Walter Reuther was the "fgll guy."” It was
vor{ thoughtful of you slso to include Mr. Jack
Smell, wvho was my classmate at Annapolis but whom
I had not seen for a long time, at the tadble with
ne. , ,

Veory frankly, when you said you had lost your
ticket, I was quite concerned, and had thought of
giving up my ticket to you. However, it was just
a gentle triok Dy s very friendly host, and I an
glad it happened, although I missed having you

at the table with me. -

The whole affair was extremely interesting and re-
minded me in mey ways of what 1s done at some of
the sessions at the Bohemian Club in Sean PFrancisco.
They never go to the extent there that you did
here in picking on anyone in particular, dut what
thesy do--at least 80 far as I have seen--is funny

.nouSho .

I asked Admiral Conolly whether you were coming up
here for the Global Strategy discussions this time
and he indicated that it was very possible. I
certainly hope sol

Best “Sﬂm ?

R. ¥, BATES
Mr. We. T, Van Atten !
Dun & Bradstreet
99 Church Street
Hew York, N. Y.
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February 6, 1983

Dear Geralds

‘Some months ago I received & very nice letter from
you in reference to your tour of duty in the Em-
bassy at Ankarsa. I have no doubt that it was a
wonderful assignment, and judging from your letter,
you enjoyed it. I should to ses the plsce.

On the other hand, I hear strongz rumors that you
have retired from the Foreign Serivce snd gone out
to live in Californis in the vieinity of Monterey.
I don't remember who $01d me this, but I think &
was Admirel Taffender, your old landlord.

Things are about the same arcund the War College.
We have had, so far, a very successful year, and
since the Collsge is known by its graduates, it
has been men like yourself who have assisted us
to our position of eminence. Thank youl! We now
have a State Department (ceareer) er of the
War College 2taff who is a recent graduate, Mr,
Donald Edgar. Perhsps you know him. He 1likes 1%
here very much and we like him, so that is fine,
It 1s too bad we didn't know here that you planned
to retire, olse we might have asked for your ser-
vices bafors you quit,

Ploase give my best to Helen, and as for yourself
best wishes go with you always. Perhaps I shall
ve you another pheasant!

Thanks for your letter, and again my best wishes.
Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES
Mr. Gerald Keith
The Foreign Service of the
United States of Americs
State Department
Washington, D. C,




February 9, 1953

Dear Dieoks

You may wonder why it is that you are hsaring from me after
all these years, but I happen tc have s couple of friendge~
very close frisnds--who are planning to be in Manilas from
February 24th until Merech 5th at the Bay View Hotel, They .
are connected with the Atlantic Gulf Dredging Company (I
think that 1s the title) and are tc be in Manila for a
meeting of the Board of Direstors.

I wondered who was in command in Manila, and noted with great
interest and satisfaotion that you wers. S0, I am writing
you to ask if you won'’t get in touch with these friends of
mine and do something for them, I don't know whether you
ever met them or not, but if you did you will remember what
fine people they are. They are lirs, and Mrs. Wyman Taylor,
of Piledmont, California. MNrs. Taylor is the daughter of
Mr, Herman Krusi (deceased) who founded the Atlantic Gulf
Dredging Company. She, at one time, was cne of the detter
women golfers of the state of California, but since she is
now in her fifties, I imegine her golf is off somewhat from
its peak, ¥r. Taylor went to military academy in San '
Rafael with me, and has been my friend, lo}! these many
Years. Taylor is an artist and c¢an paint anything from
road signs to portraits.

I hope things sare going well with you in Manila. I was
there as Chief of Staff late 1945~sarly 1946 to Vice Admiral
Eauffman, and had the unhappy responsibility of liquidating
a large coammand. One of the items I had to liguidate was
the P¥ boat fleet, which, by the way, Senator Kennedy was
asking me adout the other day. He was an old P? boat man,
and his questions were purely personal intersest. What
finally happened to that fleet?

The Naval War College 1s going "great guns.® You would be
delighted to see it functioning today. Admiral Sprusnce

and Admiral) Conolly have done much for the Collegs. Today
only officers selected on their records can come here, and
no second-raters are permitted. The result iz thet we are




“ ‘ . .

getting repeated iequests from commanders-in-chief for our
graduates for their staffs, When you get to be & Vice
Admiral please remember-this,

The election of Elsenhower was & great thing for our country,
but I think we are starting out too drastically in the matter
of armed forces personnel cutting. It is a tough situation,
of course, but, as has been pointed out already, Mr. Johnson
did the same thing and ended up in the dog house., They are
having hearings in the House now on the Davis Ammendment
which, by the way, may affect me.

You would have enjoyed the weather in Newport the last day
or so., It would have reminded you of the Antarctic, and

you would have found your parka quite useful, However, the
weather has been generally excellent, so thers 1s no complaint.
I hope your Mrs, 1s Iin fine health and is enjoying Manils,

as much &as I did, I liked it quite well, but my heart want
bad and 80 I retired physically., Here I am working on the
four major battles of World War II, I have completed Midway,
Coral Sea and Savo Island, and have also finished Volume I
of the Battle for Leyte Gulf. Have you read them? Have you
seen the films?

Take cere of yourself., I hope you will find time to do
something for the Taylors. I have already spoken to them
about you. Please give my best to the Spruances, for whom
I have a deep affection., I plan to write them also about
this, although their daughter tells me they will be in the
States by March.

Best regards, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W, BATES

Rear Admiral Richard Crusgen, USK,
Commander U.S. Naval Forces Philippines,
c/o Pleet Post Office,

San Francisco, California,




Pebruary 10, 19583

Deu" Germanys

'rhznk you very much for your assistance in the case of
the World Wer II Battle Evaluation Group conneocted
with the Naval Wer College, I think the matter has
been straightened out now. In view of BuPers nttitudo
we have all agresd the best thing for me to do is to
acoept one of those personal consultative contracts:
wherein I supply strategical and tactical advice to
.the War College for the World War II Battle Evalumte
ions¢ The letter has besn written and 1s on routo ‘

~ today to Wuhington.

Neanwhile, I am writing to tell you that Admiral Conolly
will be in Washington this afternoon and tomorrow and
he plans to see both Admirel Pechteler and Admiral
Duncan among others. ‘I have suggested that he see you
and I think he wants to if he can. I told him that ‘
you are the "angel™ of this section, as was Briscoe
before you and that a large part of our sucdess is
directly trsceable to the wonderful auppor*b which you
and the CNO have always given us.

I em making this letter short since Admiral Conolly?'s
decision to go to Washington today was more or less
sudden. If you get a chance to talk to him you can
build up & jJoint support for this section in case it
is fm-ther required, He 1s moat anxious to continue
the section as it has resceived much praise because of
its dooks and films. Admiral Conolly also considers
that this work is of great value in the education of

high command,

If you don't know it, &t the present time I am meking
e film in New York, the Battle of Savo Island. This
movie is being produced by the Navy, under contract




with Film Grtphics, which firm made the £ilm of the
Battle of Coral Sea, Admiral Conolly thinks it will
be a remerkable film and will show serious errors
in command, from which he hopes all will profit.

With best regards to yourself and with hopes that you
are 100§ back in harnees, I am, as ever,

Your 014 friend,

R.W, BATES.

Rear Admiral M.E, Curts, USN,

Office of Chlef of Naval Operations,
- Room 4B552 PENTAGON BUILDING,

Navy Department,

Washington 285, D.C,




Pebruary 11, 1958

Dear Admiral Spruances

I am taking the liberty of writing you today to invite

to your attention the fact that a couple of my friends
from Pledmont, Californis, are arriving in Nenils to remain
from Pebruary 24th until NMarch 5th, at the Bay View Hotel.
The nemes of these friends are Mr, and Mrs. n Taylor.
Mrs. Taylor has not clesarly stated as ¢o whether they were
travelling by sea or by air, but I have an idea that she
told me they were travelling on the President Cleveland.

Nr, Taylor went to Hitcheook NMilitary Academy in Sen
Rafael with me. He is an sprtist, 2 portreit plinttr. a
umorist, and all in all a fine fellew. Mrs. Taylor is
the former Naryly Krusi, of Alameds, California. BHer
late father, Mr. Herman Krusi, wvas the founder of the At-
lantic Gulf Dredging Company, which has consideradle in-
Serests in Manila., Nrs. Taylor, I think, is & member of
the board of direcstors. They are going to Manila ¢to
attend the amnual mesting of the board.

The Tayloxs are good friends of the Underwoods as well as
of mine. I have written to Admirsl Crusen about their
ooming, so I hope that somshow the Taylors will have the
good fortune to meet both the Spruances and the Cruszens.

I was in Californis in November because mother dled,

which was & severs shock. Now my fathsr has fallen down
and broken his right s at the shoulder, which has him

in the hospital. 8ince he is in his ninety-third year,

I am concerned about him,

I saw the Underwoods on the coast when I went to Mother's
funeral. They are swell, as usual, We talked quite a bit
about you. Although Frances seemed to have heard from you,
I, of course, had not.




Your son-in-law is doing very well and is quite entimsed
over the possibility of being the executive officer of a
CVE or operations officer of a CVe-area Pacific. I see
Margaret at intervals, dbut I won't discuss her much since
Jerry says that she gives you all the dope all the time.

You will be distressed to hear that old Mr. Frederick Prince
died, followed by Mrs. Ledysrd (Earriet) Blair. Prince's
death had been expected for some time, but Harriet's was o
complete shock. She was a wonderful person!

I certainly hope that the situation out there with you is
as you would like. I enjoyed the Phl%%gima quite a lot
when I was there. I can imagine that viewpoint of
the Bmbassy they are even more attmc’%in.

You will be glad to imow that the War College, which you
re-founded after the war, is going "great guns™ aend has
reéiched a stature above all of the others--at least that is
what we hear from the high command} : :

I have finished three books now and two films, and I em
working on the film of the Battle of Savo Island. I have
finished the first volume of Leyte Gulf, and am now on the
second volume. It is a tremendous assigmment becsuse of

the vast forces involved.
With best wishes to you and yours, as ever,
Your o0ld friend,

R. W, BATES

Ambaseedor Raymond M., Spruance
American Embassy

APO Ne. 928

8an Francisco, California




Podruary 11, 19538

Dear Plag

I received your letter with s great deal of interest,
but have delsyed in replying to it because I was very
busy on some other matters,

Thank you very much for offering me any information
you have which will gcontribute towards the proper
analysis of the Battle for leyte Gulf,

Por your information, I agreed to 4o four of these
battles. I have completed ths Coral Ses, Nidway and
Savo Island battles, as well as the rirst volume of
the Battle for Leyte Gulf, and have made films of
the first two dattles and am now making a £ilm of the
third, the Battle of Savo Island.

These studies,are extremsly thorough in that I en-
deavor to obtain every sourece snd then to weigh the
commanders' actions ageinst those sources, based on
the information aveilable on any given date. There
1s as Little hindsight' as possible, and it is for
that reason, I think, that so far I have received
nothing but outstanding ecommendations for both the
books and the films,

You need not be concerned about all that went on in
the plamning of the operations., I don't toush that
in mg.grnt detail. I disouss the plans and point
out the weaknesses, 1f such weaknesses are there, but
I don't discuss who sat down at any given meeting.
Perhaps in Sam Morison's books, or books of that type
-=0r sven in something you yourself might preduce--
the points you wish to bring out might well be in-
cluded. The analyses here touch top commanders al-
most exclusively; that is, Balsey, MascArthupr, Kenney,
m".d’ and '1!1’38.




Por your information, I have only reached Oldendorf's
operations in the Gulf and have completed everything
up to midnight, October 17th. We will have two more
dsys--the 18th and 19th--of advance force operetions,
and then Admirals Kinkaid, Wilkinson and .Barbey
agpo;rb. in the Leyte area and the advance forces are
adbso . ' s

I éo not plan to write up the operations inside Leyte
Qulf in any detail except, for example, to discuss
minesweeping and underwater temm work, because, owing
to bad weather, ete., these were not teo well done.

What I am really trying to do is to present encugh

background of orders, operations, etc., to be adle to

Judge adequately the decisions of the commanders whish

resulted in the three principal battles which comprise

:.h:t?ttlo for Isyte Gulf, and a discussion of those
8.

It will be a very long time, 4if I continue on this iob,
before I arrive at the 24th of October; I would esti-
mate a year and & half, Since I will see you long
before that, {crhapo I will be able to see what you

have and aval

With best regards, I am, as ever,
Your o0ld friend,

myself of it.

R. W, BATES

Mr. Paulus P. Powell
Appeal Printing Company
130 Cedar Street

Now York 6, New York




February 25, 1953

Gentlemen:

In your issue of Saturday, Pebruary 21st, 1953, there
was an a&rticle on the obituary page concerning the
death of my father H.L.A. Bates of Alameda, California.

I should like you to send twenty-four coplies of thils
issue to my father's home in Alameda and to send the
b1ll to me hers at the Naval War College.

My late father's address and the place I wish you to
mail the newspapers is 727 Paru Stroet, Alameds,
California.

The article was an excellent onel

Very truly yours,

R.W, BATES,
Rear Admir‘l’ U.S.N.

The New York Times Company,
Times Square,
Hew York 36, N.Y.




27 Pebruary 1963

Dear Bill:

I note with i'nte,roét that the House has voted
370 to O in favor of the personnel bill re-
lating to the Davis Amendment,

This shows me that the MASTER has in no way
~lost his cunning. Congratulations!-

As ever,
Your 014 friend,

R. W. BATES

Admiral William M, Fechteler, USK
Chief of Naval Operations

Navy Department

The Pentagon

‘.ﬂhinstcn’ D, C.




darch 3, 19538

Dear Jimmy:

I noted with a great deal of interest that you
had been ordered as Deputy to Admiral Mountbatten.
I was very interested in these orders becsuse our
problems in the Mediterraneasn have usually stemmed
from relations with Britain, snd lately have involved
Nountbatten. I have nco doubt, therefore, that you
have besn chosen with great care and that your as-
signment i1s an unusually lmportant one.

I am sure that you are thoroughly cognisant with
the British menner of sccomplishing certain of their
objeotives, but Mountbatten used to go them one better
by training at sea for polo ashore, He used to have a
wooden polo pony set up on one of the shilps and, de-
lieve it or not, about ttentz years ago wrote an in-
teresting book on it called "Polo by Narco.® I still
have the book and HMountbatten is still pilsying polo.
A{g gou familiar with the "near” side snd the "orff"
side )

I want to thank you for the loyalty you have
given me in my work here and for the support you have
given sll of us at the War College in our efforts to
improve the professional Judgment of our naval offi-
cers. You are a man of outstmnding accomplishment,
and sll of us have felt that with you in Operstions
we wore on firm ground,

I wish you your usual success in your new assign-
ment, and should I not see you before you go, I desire
to wish you good fortune and God-speed as well.

With warmest personsl regards, I sm, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W, BATES.

Vice Admiral James Pife, USH,
Room 4E788, The Pentagon,
Washington, D. C.




March 9, 19863

Dear Dick:

Thank you very much for your letter relative to the
loss of my father. Your letter was particularly
sppreciasted when I realized that it was only a
n:::r of a month or 30 since you had lost your
mother, 4

You are quite right that the loss of a father,
particularly cne who has been very close with his
children, 18 quite a blow., It is a greater blow,
believe it or nct, when he has been with you for
80 many years. I hope that you have besn able to
re-orient yourself to the loss of your mother and
that all is well with you and yours, <

I note that you have been down to see young Dick,

and I am glad that you are satisfied with his per-
formsnce. There always has been a Breed in the Navy,
snd Dick had to carry on the old tradition.

I sm sorry to hear that you feel that Ted 1s always
writing bad news, You must remember that he 1s

alone and therefore doesn't have the activities you
have to keep him fully occupled, Necessarily, there-
fore, he will for a whilc be=--to you--a bit paycho-
pathic, perhaps. Actually he isntt at all; he is a
very solid citizen.

I look forward to seeing you in the future, and, with
best regards to you and yours, and thenks asgain for
your letter, I am,

Your old friend,

¥Mr, Richard Breed
108 South Cambridge
Ventnor, New Jersey




Narch 9, 1953

Dear Charlie:

Thank you very much for your letter of the twenty-
fourth relative to the loss of my father., It was
samewhat of a Surprise that it should have occurred
8o soon after my mother's passing, but we knew it
was simply a matter of time,

As you perhsps know, what happened to father was
this: he fell down and broke his arm. He then walked
around with his amm in that shape and scomplained that
it hurt him, So the family called in the doctor; and
he discovered fatherts arm broken. So he was imme-
diately put in the hospital; and his arm; which had
suffered a break at the upper shoulder, was put in a
cast, The erm then started healing quite satlsfac-
torily sand everyone was delighted, Then the family
noticed that father was getting a little forgetful
and was having difficulty with his legs. The dooctors
sald that 1f he couldnt!t walk he might get pneumonia.
They then tried to walk him and he tried to walk; bdbut
he oould not. As a consequende, he got pneumonia, was
sick for about one week, and finaslly dled; It was
the end of a wonderful career, and all of us viewed
his passing with intense regret. However, he is hap
now alongside mother;, md I hope all 18 well. :

I note that Bud has signed the letter with you. I want
to thank her slso for her thoughts at this time. She

struck me as being s swell person, and I was therefore
pleased as punch at your good fortune in catohing her

-=gnd of course hers as well.

With best regards,
' Your affectionate cousin,

Dr. Charles C. Chapple

The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia
1740 Bainbridge Street

Philadelphia 46, Pennsylvanla




March 10, 19853

Dear Mr, Keniock:

I am in receipt of your letter of March 7th, snd
wish to advise that I have no knowledge whatsoever
as to wvho passed on the proposed neval tactics and
strategy in the NHavy Department during the period
1944-1945, World VWar II. As g matter of faot, I
sent in a few thoughts myself snd recoived simply
the usual card of acknowledgment.

I would suggest that you communicate with the Navy
Department. It is not unlikely that they can ad-
vise you as to who headed this section.

Very sincerely yours,

R. W, BATES -
Commodore, U.S.N.,(Ret.)

Mr. Lewis Kanick
600 Tuckerman, NK,.W,
Washington

L4 *




March 11, 19563

Dear Alan:

It i3 very nice of you to write me that letter about my
fether. It is particularly nice to recelve it from you

as I probably knew you best of all the Field boys, since
you were the youngest. I feel now that I know Russell quite
well also. He very kindly served as an honorary pallbearer
at both mother's and father's funerals,

With you, I remember well the old days around Paru and
Dayton. It was a very wonderful place for young fellows
growing up beceuse of the many fields near by where one
could play. Those fields were almost too wonderfull! KNow
they have disappeared and in their places are nice resid-
ences, But, where do the children play?

I remember your brother Charlie walking up and down Daytan
Avenue in a poetical frame of mind and it was probably
there that he wrote some of his finest works. Kate, of
course, was our pal, and many were the happy days that we
had with her. But, most of all I remember you, &nd my
hindside is 3till) sore from the grooves cut in it from the
rides on your handlebarsl

Father helped you in the envelope business probably because
he not only had affection for your family, but because he
had an affection for you in particular., He liked the way
you were starting from scratch to carve your way anew in
the world. Needless to say, you did extremely well whioch
pleased him very much.

I didn't know that your father had died at &9 when you
were about 19. I had thought that he was much older than
that. I seem to remember the tall kindly gentleman with

his sideburns.

We were, as you say, very lucky to have hed our parents
for so long and we recognize i1t. They were, &s you say,
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wonderful people of high character and purpose. I feel that
any success that any of us may have had we owe to them and
to their fine Christian characters. I am happy to say that
I feel the same about your parents.

With very best regards and many thanks for your kind letter,
I am, as ever, o

Your old friend,

R.W. BATBS

Mr. Alan Fleld
135 Laurel Street
San Prancisco 18, California




Deayr Helens

I was very delighted %o receive your letter and to dis-
cover that you are enjoying yourself so much at your
dsughter's home in California. I read the letter o
Dick and he was very pleased to note that you were
happy, and he sppreciated the good humor which permes-
ted your letter. .

I sent those Hooper cendies to you by airmail in the
hope that you would get them in time for the train.

T am glad to note that you did, and that they provided
your principal sustenance on the trsin, as the food was
pooT.

Dick snd I have been sort of “batching 1t" at dinner time
quits frequently durng your absence. I have dined at
the President's house on & number of ocoasions, and he
in return has dined with me. I hsve had him at Christy's,
at the Tavern, and tomight will teke him to the Lobster
Pot across the bridge. He seems to enjoy these trips
very much, although I am quite sure that he will enjoy
your return more then anything else. A married man
acting as s bachelor has & lot of fun for a fow minutes
end then things begin to pall. So I think your returne-
he said it would be on the 20th--will be a relief to him,

We have had some wonderful weather here during your ab-
sence, but it i{s unusally cold. Today they reported that
the temperature was about nine degrees Fahrenheit. This
is reslly cold, but without a wind it s not too troudle~
SOMO .

I am awfully sorry that I was unable to visit your
dsughter and son=in-law at Carmel, but my family troubles
precluded anything of that nature. Some day, if they
stay there long encugh, I will get there, since I am
fond of both of them and of little Ann as well.
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Dick 1s dusying himself very much over the Glodal Stra-
tegy digoussions and seemsto be having very good results;
in fact, almost too good, sinee he expects about eighty
civiliens, whereas last year we had only about thirty.
This coming week the NATO naval attaches arrive, and
that will keep him busy for some days.

Priday night he is giving a dinner for Forsyth Wiokes,

and on Saturday for Gemeral Donovan., All bachelor dinners.
I have tried to bring in & flame once in awhile, but he
can't see it. He says no female gussts without Helen.

I think he's right.

With best regards to you and your whole family, I am,
as ever,
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